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Excellent Maie ftic : 


_— 


The humble Petitionof the Mini- 


ſters of the Church of England, 


_ defiring Reformation, of certain (ere- 
moniesand abules of th 


( burch. Me: 


| 


7 Oſt Gracious and dread Sovereigne, ſeeing. 
K 3t hath pleaſed the divine Majeſty, tothe 
\ great comfort of ali good Chriſtians , t0 
Mm advance your Highneſſe,according 10 your 
{/ juſt tale , tothe peaceable government of 
P this Church and Commonnealth of Eng- 
MI WK land : wee the Miniſters of the Goſpell an 
this Land , neuher as fatiou men , affeting a popular Parine 
inthe Church , nor as Schiſmaticks ayming at the di] ad] 
the 


SW SE xX<LL- 


- The Petition. 
the Stare Eccleſiaſtical : but as the faithful ſervants of Chriſt 
and loyal ſubjeBs ioyour Majeſtie, dejiring and longing for the 
redreſſe of divers abuſes of the Church,could do no leſſen our obe- 
dience 10 Goa, ſervice 10 your Majeſty,love 10 his Church, then ac- 
quaznt your Princely Majeſty with our particular griefs. Foy as 
your Princely pen writech , The King as a good Phyſician, 
mult firſt know what peccant humours his patient natyu- 
rally is moſt {ubject unto, before hee can hegin his cure : 
And although atvers of us that ſue for Reformation, have for. 
merlyanneſpett of: the pines, ſyhſcribed. touhe book , forme upon 
Proteſtdtion, fome upon expoſition given them, ſome nuh condi- 
tion, rather then the Church ſhould have beene deprived of their 
labour and Miniſtery : yet row we, t0 the number of more then 4 
Thouſand, of your Majeſiies Subiefs and Miniſters,all groan- 
ing as under a common burden of humane Rites and Ceremg- 
nies, dowith one joynt conſent humble our ſelves at your Maje- 
ſties feet to be eaſed and relicved in this behalf. Our humble ſuit 
then unto your Maieſly is, that theſe offences following, ſome may 
be removed, ſome amended, ſome qualified, 


== Iathe Church Service. 


That the Croſſe in Baptiſme, Imterrogatories miniſtred to In- 
fants, Confirmation as ſuperfluous,may be taken away, Baptſme 
, 4 10-be miniſired by Women , and ſo explantd. The Cap and 
 Surplice not urged. That examination may goe before the Com- 


="... "-2nmnio0n. T hat itbe miniflred wah a Sermon. That divers terms 


— of Prieſts, aud Abſolution, and ſome other uſed with the Ring 
in Marriage, and other ſuch like in the boo#, may be correfted. 

The long-ſomneſſe of ſervice abridged. Church-ſongs and Mu- 
ſick moderated to better edification. That the Lords day benot 
prophaned, The reſt upon Holzdayes not ſo flritly urged, That 


there 


The Petirion, 
there may be an uniformity of dorine preſcribed, No Popiſh 0. 
pinzon to be any more taught or defended, No Miniſters charged 


70 reach thezr people 10 bow at the Name of Feſms, That the Cano- 
nicall Scriptures onely be read inthe Church, 


2 Concerning Church Miniſters. 


That none hereafter be admitted into the Miniſtery, but able 
. and ſufficient men,and thoſe , to preach diligently , and eſpecially 
 wpon the Lords day. That ſuch as be already entred and cannot 
preach, may ether beremoved, and ſome charitable courſe taken 
with them for their relefe: or elſe to be forced, according tothe 
value of therr livings, t0 maintain Preachers. That Non-ye- 
ſidency be notpermitted. That King Edwards Statute for the 
lawfulneſſe of Miniflers marriage be revived. That Miniſters 
benot urged to ſubſcribe, but, according to the Law, 10 the Arti- 
cles of Religion, and the Kings Supremacy onely. 


3 For Churchlivines and maintenance. 


That Biſhops leave their Commendams : ſome holding 
Prebends, ſome Parſonages , ſome Vicarages with their Biſho- 
pricks. That double-beneficed men be not ſuffered to hald , ſome 
tro, ſome three Benefices with Cure, and ſome two, three. or foure 
dignities beſides. That Impropriations arnexed to Biſhopricks 
and Colleges, be demiſtd only to the Preachers Incumbents , for 
the old Rent, That the Impropriations of Laymens fee, may be 
charged with aſixt or ſeventh part of the worth , to the maynte- 
nance of the preathing Miniſter. 


£4.- 4 For 


of” OE err _— Dc F 


4 The Petition. 
4 For Church Diſcipline. | 


That the Diſcipline , and Excommunication may be admi- 

niftred according to Chriſts own inſtitution, Or at the leaſt , that 
enormittes may be reareſſed, As namely, That Excommunication 
come not forth under the name of lay perſons, Chancellours , Of- 
firials , &'c. That men be not excommunicated for trifles and 
twelve peny matters. That none beexcommunicated without con- 
ſent of hes Paſtor. That the Officers be not ſuffered to extort un- 
reaſonable fees, That none having juriſd:ion or Regiſter places, 
put out the ſame to-farm, That drvers Popiſh Canons, (as for re- 
ftraint of marriage at certain times) be reverſed. That the long- 
ſomneſſe of ſuits in Eccleftaſticall courts , (which hang ſometime 
two, three. foure, five, ſix or ſeven years) may be reſtrained. That 
the Oath ex O fficio,nhereby men are forced to accuſe themſelves 
be more ſparingly uſed, That licenſes for mariage nithout Banes 
as ked, be more cautiouſly granted, _ | 

Theſe nuth ſuch other Abuſes yet remayning and-pratiiſed in 
the Church of England, we are able to ſhew, not to be agreeable 
ro the Scriptures,ff 1t ſhall pleaſe 5our Highneſſe further i heave 
24,07 more 4t large by writing to be enformed , or by conference 
among the learned to bereſolved.. And yet ne doubt not , but 
that without any farther proceſſe , your Majeſty (of whoſe Chri- 
ſftian judgement we have received ſo good a taft already) ts able of 
your ſeife to judge of the equity of this cauſe, God weetruſt hath 
appointed your Highneſſe our Phyſician , to heale theſe diſeaſes. 
And weſaywith Mordecay to Heſter, who knoweth, whe- 
ther youare come to the Kingdome for ſuch a timer Thus 
Jour Majeſty ſhall do that ,which we are perſwaded, ſhall beac- 
ceptable to God honorable to your Majeſtie in all ſucceeding ages, 
profitable to bis Church which ſhall be thereby ra /anerns- 

e 


_  ThePetition. 5 
ble to your Miniſters, which ſhall be no more ſuſpended, ſilenced, 
diſgraced, impriſoned for mens traditions:and prejudiciall to 
none, but to thoſe that ſecke their own quiet, creatt, and profit in 
the World, Thus with all dutifull ſubmi ſf:on,referring our ſelves 
zo your Majefties pleaſure, for your graciom anſmer, as God ſhall 
. direfl you, we moſt humbly recommend your Highneſſe to the di- 

vine Majeſty, whomwe beſeech for Chriſt his ſake to diſpoſe your 
rojall heart to doe herein, what ſhall be to his glory,thegood of his 
Church, and your endleſſe comfort, 


Your Majeſties moſt humble Subjects. 


The Mmiſters of the Goſpel, that defire not a diſorderly | 
Innovation, but «due and godly Reformation. 


The - 


3 The Ankver oft the by ahuncalor 
3 the Do&ours, both the Proctours, and other 
= - the Heads of Houſes in the Vniver-' 

ſity of O XFORD, 


To the Petition of the Miniſter of the Church F 
England deſiring Reformation. 


Tn their Petition, there arethree 
principall parts. 


1 A Preface. 


TH Complaint conſiſting of foure ſpeciall points ; 
In every of them they defire,that certain ( eremonies and 
Abuſes may be, ſome of them removed » ſome amended, 


ſome qualified. 
3 A Concluſion. 


For an{wer whereunto : 


1 1% 


2» E, moſt humbly beſeech his moſt 


excellent Majeſty , that it may be 
conſidered, how inconvenient and 
unſufferable itis in Chriſtian poli- 


Y led ſtate of government, to be ſo 
(S234 much as queſtioned , much more 
S272 to be ?altered.,for a few of his ſub- 

jets : eſpecially conſidering the 
matter , pretended tobe the cauſe of theſe mens grief, 
and of theic deſired Reformation,unjuſtlyſo called. For 
it is either the Ceremonies of the Church, or Abufes in the 


Church,as they alleage. Wherein wee humbly recom- 


mendto his Princely remembrance. 

Firſt, concerning Ceremonies, that they are either ſu- 
perſtitious; and then no ways to be admitted. Of which 
ſort it ſhould ſcem by the Petitioners, (and we are ready 
to prove) that the Ceremonies of our Churca are not. 
Becauſe theſe men confeſle, that in reſpe@ of the times 
they did ſubſcribe unto them : or if they were ſuch, with 
what coſciencedid they ſubſcribe,in reſpe& ofthe times? 

Orelſc,things in themſelves indifferent. And then the 
ſupream Chriſtian Magiſtrate hath lawfull Þ authoritie 
to forbid, and wee muſt forbeare: to command, and wee 
mult obey; not one1y for feare, but for conſcience ſake. 
Of which kind if theſe Ceremonies be ( as we will juſti- 
fie, and they cannot deny) where is then their pretended 
obedience 2 Where is their applauſe of his Majeſties 
peaceable government > Why doe they trouble bot! 
Church & Commonwealth, in re{pe& of matters-which 
in duty and conſcience they may well, and ought willinz- 
ly to ſubmit themſelves unto 7 

| Se 


1 In General, | 4 


\ | cie, to permit along and well ſet- 


a Ipſa mutatio 
con{uetud:ais 
clam que adju- 
vat utilitate. 
Aouitate pertiui'- 
bat Auguſt, ad 
Tanmar,Ep.11$« 


capes. 


) 


b Melan.ia 13 - 
ad Rom. Pccea- 
tum moitale ef 
uzolar: edifta 
Mcgiitiat, fc. 


Hemnang in Syn- 


tag. C. de A- 
diaph. Br vide 
lat E 6c pate 
cam ;olr11nm 
"'ccat muitls 
mcydis.,Cc, Brig. 
Epiit-24. ad 
arte. 
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8 The anſwer 
Secondly concerning Abuſes, be it conſidered: firſt of 
whart quality they are; ſecondly, of what degree. S 

x Touching the nature or quality of them , whether 

they arcinthe very Conſtitutions of our Church, or ra- 
ther in the Execution of the ſaid Conſtitutions. Ifnot in 
the Conſtitutions themſelves , (as when wee deſcend to 
the particulars it will appeare:) there is no cauſe why the 
government ſhould be changed; or theſe men ſuffered 
thus to calumniate the State , wherein there is nothing 
Poſitzve, that is worthy of blame. If in the Execution , 
(which as we will not abſolutely deny,ſo theſe men can- 
not caſily prove,) that may be remedied by amending or 
removing of ſome certain offendors, without alteration 

. of the State. 

- 2 Touchingthe degree or grievouſneſle of theſe a- 


| buſes, (whether in the conſtitution,as they ſuppoſe, and 
e Calv. adv, A- 


z Or 1 jon, Which ſimpl 
EN pink Bo deny ; or inthe Execution, which imply andin every 


give ( ſee Cathari particular , © no Church in Chriſtendome is able to juſtifie, 
& Doxatifie) and yet none, ſo muchas this of ours :) we undertake to 


Inn eodem errore : 
| _ flrant, Owoifti PIOVC againſt the Thouſand, that maske unknown under 


| ſommiatores; Ec= that generality, that they are not ſuch, nor ſo heynous,as 
I! - cleflam queren- 


efom query deſerve this their bitter reprehenſion: much lefle ſuch an 
poſer Þ Glerari, alteration,in the Church and Common wealth,as would 
O6, enſue ; if theſe Petitioners might have their deſire. 

2. InPariuulay, 


Concerning the Preface. 


we doe but note. 
1 T XN ] Hatreckoning (intruth) the men doe make , 
'VY VY of juſttitles unto Kingdomes, who favour them 
TTR ſo 


to the Prtitidn. H 
ſo 4 much that were wont to ſubjet all Ki ngstitles unto 4 wt any rey. 
popular cleion and approbation. kw "Magif, 
. 2 What comfort(indeed) the Petitioners take in the #/#bd. 

peace of his Majeſties government, who in the very entrance }, og 
thereof, by ſecking this, and the like dangerous alteratis 
ons, doe diſquiet and diſturbe the ſame. Were other men 
as little inured to peace and ſubjection, it might occaſion 
ſome inconvenience. 

3 Howſoeverin words they decline the imputation of 
faBious men affefting popular parity in the Church, and of Schiſ- 
maticks ayming at the diſſolution of the flate Ecclefpaſticall , yet 
. It is too well known in this Kingdome, and by experi- 
ence it hath been felt inthat of * Scorlayd , what manner e Begins * 
of men they be: as alſo, what have been the lamentable 4 &12paz.z9. 
effects of their Reformation there, and would haye been at 
likewiſe here, had not the prudent forefight and con- 
ſtant reſolution of our late gracious Soyereigne conti- 
nually repreſſed their attempts. 
Theſe men might have performed better , Their 
obedience to God , their ſervice to lis Majefly , their love 10 
his Church , ( as in the particulars will appeare ) if they 
had forborn to trouble his Majeſty,the Church of God, 
and this Common-wealth, with theſe their cauſcleſle 
oriefs and diſcontentments. They have thereby made 
{ſuch a breach as will not eafily (without much wiſdome 
and patience) be cured. For what are theſe men,that they 
ſhould aſſume ſo much « or whatare the whole Clergy 
of England beſides , that they ſhould be ſo abaſed and 
contemned ? | 

5 That which they alleage out of his Highneflc 
Bangs Semis 4 childiſh fallacy; ablurdly taking rhat fox 
granted, which is the mayn queſtion, They muſt oye 

B an 


| __ An Anſwer 


| (and not aſſume) that theſe are the peccant humwoyrs of 
|  Tucl. Apo-r76 this Church , which 1n truth 1s the * leaſt pecrant of any 
|| Acceſinw jn the World, and would be much leſlepeccart, if it were 


| A poruwmus ad CICANC purged, of theſe unquiet and malecontented hy- 
||| Ecclefiam Apoſt. MOurs. 
|| &%. . * 6 That diverſe of them have formerly ſubſcribed to 
|| E!46.E4 01014 | . *( 
| que aut ſiper- the booke , (28 Skornfully they tearme it) doth manifeſtly 
il flitioſa, &'c. evince, that either our Litargze 15 juſtifiable, themſelves 
|| = 45 -onc being Judges; or e:s that they did liberally diſpence with 
||| rie,autetum their own conſciences, which is not the part of honeſt 
iF = Ss men. To doe that iz reſpeft of the times, which in it ſelfe is 
| | prorſs Gaewli AOt lawful, proveth little leſle then hypocriſie: to alledge 
| exceptione repi- unknowne Proteflatzons , expoſurzons , and Conditions in 
Gavin. their ſubſcription, doth argue no fincerity; and upon due 
C1 ___ examination, will fall out to be nothing but meere fal- 
| ſitiC, 
; | 7 As for their labours mn the Miniftery, be they ſuch 
| as they are. This Church of England had been happy if 
| it h1d not beene troubled with their fatious Sermons 
| gant. MarP. andgſcurrile Pamphlets: which havegiven the Adverſary 
$! _ — much matter of advantage, diſtracted the minds of many 
Ml andthe ref of weake ones , and quite turned ſome other from the love 
| || zbat ſpirits of the Truth. 
-| 8 Thenumber of wore then a Thouſand, is but a vizard, 
?| which we humbly intreat, may bepulled from their fa- 
1 ces, that we may ſee and know the men, that thus groane 
Jl under the yoke of a Chriſtian and commend1b!- govern- 
$| ment; which (maliciouſly aud injuriouſly) they would 
lf have reputed, 4 moſt heavy burden of humane Rites and Ce- 
Al remonies, The. vanity of which their complaint, comes 
| now more particularly to be difculled. 


Con- 


to the Petition. 11 


Concerning the matters of their Complaint: 
1 Of the Church ſervice. 


x ] N the Church ſervice we are ready to maintain(but 
rhey muſt object firſt and prove the contrary) that 


the a Croſſe in Baptiſme, Imerrogatories mimiſired to In- > 00s | 
fants, and « confirmation, are moſt ancient, juſtifiable, and þ 


Aug. E p23. | 
convenient Ceremonies , and therefore to bee con- 6 PO. 
tinued. Mer 


2 That the Church of England, nor the booke of 
Common prayer doth not preſcribe, that Baptiſme ſhould 
be adminifired by women. Though we deny it not to be hBap- 


tiſme, if perchance de fad, it be by them adminiſtred, £- B:p.c in Leve 
eri non debuit, faiumn valuit, Sncph. de Bape 


. NO 'ngl.de Bap, 
That the Cap and Surplice be notwroed, itis an ab- Hicks "So 
{urd ſpeech and implies confuſion. For ſo every man comp. Theok 
ſhould be ſuffered in that behalfe to doe what him liketh. 
Again,do nottheir own words import that they may wel 
be uſed? but they muſt not be urged. Why? what is there = | 
in a Capor ina Surplice that ſhould i offend any man of; z,. 4c;e:e5- | 
judgement. 4 


| preg 707- | 
4 That Exammation where need is ſhould goe be- **-Mart. Ep. M 


forethe Communion, who diſliketh? Or that it be win:ſtred Ant E456 li 
with a ſermon? But that it ſhould not bee miniſtred with- Calvi.ngx.2z- 


out a ſermon, 1s abſurd; and hath bred in many avain 
and falſe opinion, as if, not the word of Chriſts inſtitu- 
tion, but ratherthe word of a Miniſters expoſition, were 
a k neceſſary and an eflentia]l pait of the Communion. KrCi1p158 
Pelides he that readeth our Communion booke, ſhall fee © © | 
thatzherein the whole manner, end, and uſe of that holy 
Inſtitution, is ſo excellently deſcribed , as may be inſteed 
of many Sermons. Alſothat none ſhould be admitted to 


R's 
« + 


h Chytre, de 


that 


0 An Anſwer 
| that bleſſed Sacrament (of what age, ſtate, or condition 
I! lo ever)cxcept they were firſt examined after the Con- 
| | fiſtorian faſhion, were infolett, injutious,andin many re- 
lt ſpeRs moſt inconvenient, 
| 1 Iſay66.21. * 5 The terms of 1 Priefts an1, 45ſolurtion : the * Ring in 
| WheretheGe- yg gy;ape and ſuch other, which they have heretofore trady- 
'J x2v4 note dorh . s #5 os \ 
| few, thache CEL In thetr unlearned diſcourſes , are by divers of our 
Þ Miniſters of learged Divines,and ſhall be juſtified. As contrariwiſe b 
i dowd ., ene Petitioners they will never be evited worthy to be 
| berearmed aboliſhzd. 
|} mag /m- © Their deſire 79 have the long-ſormneſſe of ſervice abrid- 
| fwr.ca20, 2d doth well befit their great Dzyotion. Who not- 
| withſtanding are wont to ſpend an houre ſometimes or 
k  littleleſſe, inextemporary, inconſequent, and ſenſleffe 
prayers conceived raſhly by themſelves. From hence, 
1 their diſlike of ſet and ſtinted formes of prayer, it doth 
= proceed, that ſome of them'omit, ſome refuſe to repeat, 
ſome condemne the uſe of the Lords Prayer; from hence 
hath Barrow and Greenewod taken their beginning , and 
fetched the premiſles of their peſtilent and blaſphemous 
'Þ Concluſions. | 
| -mTuft Motin 7 Church ® ſongs and Iſuſique are much beholden 
| _-"—_ ”. totheſe men now: in as much as they can bee content to 
Þ 44g confcub, diſgeſt them , ſo they be moderated ro better edification. 
[þ 295933 Thetime was when wee have heard them ſpeake in this 
4 point after another ſort. Meriericious Church Muſicke, 
 Toffing of tennis bals, and ſuch like were their phraſes of 
Gods divine ſervice:but thanked be God that his Mye- 
ſties-devout aff-Qionin this kind hath forced from them 
this moderation. | 
| 8' That the Lords day be not prophaned , hee is verie 
\ prophane that deſiceth not from his heart, Bur what man- 
[ | ner- 


\ 


To the Petition 2 
ner of laweivers are they that lay downe their-couſtitu- 
tions in ſuch Negatives, in ſuch Comparatives: for who 
can divine what they would have, when they deſire tha: 
the Reſt upon ® Holy dayes be not ſo briSly arged ? Would n Pet.areyy 
they have men upon fuch dayes goe to plough and cart, ZÞ\#-< Hope 
as ſome of their humor have cauſed their ſervants to do, 
on the very feaſt of Chriſts Nativity? Or do they mean, 
that we ſhould take to our ſelves ſuch liberty therein, as 
certain perſons lately have done; who being comman- 
ded by lawfull authority to celebrate the fifth of Augaſf, 
with joy and thanksgiving for his Majeſties moſt ſtrange 
and wonderfull deliverance upon the ſaid day , did not- 
withſtanding ſpend the ſame (as we are credibly infor- 
med)in faſting & mourning and ſuch like works of their 
obedience? Nay, theſcand the like experiments do cauſe 
us, humbly and inſtantly to defire,that both Sundays and 
Holydays may be religiouſly obferved,and the intollera- 
ble prophanation of them, which is the rather brought in 
by theſe mens preachings and examples, may be very ſe- 
verely puniſhed. | 

9 That there may bee an Vuiformity of Dofirine pre- 
ſeribed: That no Popiſh opinzons may be any more taught or de- 
fended, What imputations are theſe? how prejudici- 
all> How injurious? Not only unto the Church governe- 
ment. but unto the Chriſtian faith eſtabliſhed in this 4 
Realme? What advantage do theſe men in theſe ſhame- « wee refer ref 
lefle ſuggeftions reach unto the Papiſts ? as if there were the Articles offf 
no « vaitormity, no conſent of doctrine amongus:(ſo ye ,ccc4 upon gl 
except them.) As if there were ſome popiſh opinions cſtablited ir 
taught 8 defended in ourLiturgy?(as they deem who are RO | 
ready to make every thing p Poperie which they doe not þ zmch.corf it 

iN 


fancie) Theſe are the weapons with which Bellarmine and ©2224. de Egell 
| AU, Apb.r . F 
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that Brood, are wont to wound , or rather falſly to re- 
proach our faith and profeſsion. Good had it beene that 
theſe men had never beene able to write , rither thento 
write thus, to the ſcandall of Gods Church , and his ſa- 
cred truth, 

Io Reverence done at the name of Teſws, is no ſuperſtiti- 
on, but an outward figne of our i2ward ſubjeion to his 
divine Majeſtie, andan apparent token of our devotion. 
Why doe they not likewiſe find fault with kneeling,figh- 


O 


Ing, weeping, lifting up of eyes, knocking of breaſts, hol- 


ding up of hands unto heaven? All which good men 
may uſe in Gods ſervice with great piety, though Hypo- 
crites doe otherwiſe. | 

11 They are groſly-ignorant if they know it not, or 
wilfully malicious and turbulent, if knowing itto be law- 
full, they yet oppugne thereadzng of the Apoeryphall Scrip- 
tures or Writings inthe Church. Nox ad confirmationem fidei, 


q Hie'o.Prefin ſed ad refor yationem,or inflitutionem morum,as the Ancient 


q fathers ſpeak and approve. Asalſothe Articles of con- 


vocation,and the Prefaces before the Apocryphallbooks in 
the Engliſh Bibles, doe dire&ly ſhew : adding that *hey 


give light, to the divine ſtory. 


2. Concerning Church-mimiſters. 


1 XNT)EE heartily deſire that able and ſufficient 
men bee admitted imo the Mimftery. That they 


preach dzligemty , and that on the Sunday eſpecially» But who 
ſhall jadge of their ſufhcicncie 2 Or doth not the ſuf- 
ficiencie of Miniſters Suſcipere mags & munus ? Were 
the Miniſters of the Primitive Church , all of them 
able to preach £ Did not ſome of them preach the Gol. 


pell, 
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pell,. and other ſome reade the Scriptures, and adminiſter 
the Sacraments > Or hath not che urging of that Rrange ; corp is 
dodrine, viz, That he is no Miniſter that cannot preach, firſt 1Crr. 
forced men to take upon them to expound Gods Word, [7;979-* 
that thereby have brought the Word of God, and the Gual.in x cor.x! 
ſacred exerciſe of preaching into lamentable contempt, £2 core 
through their abſurde, ſenceleſſe, and irreligious gloſles, © 4 
and paraphraſes, and diſccurſes :, whiles they have choſen 
rather ſo to doe, then to be accounted , /dol-ſhepheards, 
D umbedogges, No Zinifters, and ſuch like > Secondly bath 
1t not made the Browniſts confidently to reproach us, that 
our ! Church is no Church , our Sacraments no Sacra- 
ments, our Prince and peopie infidels, as not being bap- neney 
tiſed at all, our Chriſtian Congregations prophane mul- Perpeuall go-| 
titudes, &c, onely becauſe ſone in the Miniſtery could: gy wa if 
not nor did not preach ? But in this point it would be pagzzg9. | 
conſidered eſpecially, firſt that it is not poſſible to have all 
Miniſters men of worth , till all Church-livings be very 
ſufficient to maintaine men of worth. Secondly, that the 
way tO invite men of beſt parts to take upon them the 
Miniſtery, is not toexpoſe and ſubie@ that calling to 
want and beggary , which in the third part of this their - 
complaint, theſe men do principally intend. And laſtly 
that howſoever theſe men doe pleaſe themlelves in their 
extemporary gift , yet many of them, though in ſhew very 
audacious, doe ro:withſtanding deſerve for their groſle Es 
ignorance , tobe blotted out of the number of preachers, Helo PR.” ' 
trucly ſn called, De Miniſt.ca.1 || 

2 Hor charitable theſe men are, that would have nts 4 | 
men* removed out of the Miniſtcry, becauſe they cannot quidmrejicmu 
preach , (whereas ſome of them were intreated to take 4 cap 1 
that funtionupon them , when men more able could _ bam, © | 

c 


"16 An Hnſwr © 
q be gotten, and others in their yonger yeeres, have beene of 
[> more ſufficiency, theh now their ape, fickneſſe, or other in- 
firmity, will permit chem tobe: ) And how judicious, 
i _ thatweuldhavethetn to maintaine preachers, who (forthe 
188 molt part) have not wherewith for to maintaine thet- 
| ſelves, we leave to the conſideration of the wife. How 
much better hath ovr Church deviſed, ro ſupply the de- 
| fe@soffomemen, in ſome places of meane valew, by o- 
1q » poſh ,. thermeanes > As namely, 1. By the frequent reading of 
| Aph.ro.1r, The Scriptures : A matter more» availeable unto faith and 
| >3-Ridleyro godlineſle, then the Petitioners doc imagine ; and would 
| thenbeyong DE tmuch more, if itwere not brought intocontempr, by 
| the ſeas. Alas their ſuggeſtions, 2, By a moſt religious and excellent 
| dap x forme of Common prayer. 3.By Sermons and Homilies 
| nor beare with Printed and appointed tobe read, both for the confirma- 
= _ o* tion of the faith, and forreformation of manners. All 
Þ cr, &c.Therea- which in a Church not new tobe planted, butnow ſetled 
Þ os bemaketh and well grounded in the profeſſion of the truth, are otdi- 
. _ _ 1 Naryeffectuall meanes, to continue and increaſe them , in 
| doe maryell the true faith and feareof God. Hereunto may be added 
; _— the manifold proviſions in our Church, for ſermons quar- 
 Mthem,vc. terly,or more often, in thoſe Cures, where the Incumbents 
a1 cannot preach, 
Þ 3 That Non-reſidency be not permitted, Tt 1s a matter 
2 We ponnde of wiſe and ſound deliberation : firſt, ywhat Non-refiden- 
finor de juredi- Cie 15, for many men in our Church , have two pariſhes 
| commitred to their charge , which both will not make 
'} one living. Againe, many have but one pariſh under 
i. them, which yet would require more then two, ortenne 
| men to ſpeake at once to all the Congregation. Secondly 
it is, and long hath beene permitted , by wife and godly 
Magiſtrates, that have given way to it, by their poſitive 
prudent 


: 
: 
; 
; 
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prudent Laws,as neceſfary,in ſome Caſes, inafew men, 
and them (generally and by intendment)of the beſt de- 
ſerts. Thirdly that it is abſolutely unlawfall, and in »no _ 
ſort to be ſuffered, neither hathbeene proved, nor ever t» bo © a 
will, by all the Sciſmaticks in the Land. Fourthly, in tiſc of the Abs 
what congruity may he be counted an idle Non-reſident, 
that is alwaies preſent and caketh paines, in ſome part 
and often in every part ofhis charge; Fittly , there are 
not more intollerable Noz-reſedents in England , then 
ſome ofthoſe, that-are either included in the Thouſand 
afore mentioned,or that fayor this their attempt : Eſpe- 
cially 1f they ſhall bee meaſured by thoſe places of Scrip- 
ture, which they are wont toalledg againſt Noz-reſedents 
after the Texcsbe well examined. Laſtly, it is not poſſt- 
ble (as Church-livings are now * allotted) that ſimply Sea 
no Nox-reſidency ſhould be permitted, and yet withall a rocialh ofpe: 4 
learned Miniſtery mainteined, Princes and Peeres of riſhes,isa mat- 
the Land attended, Colleges and Cathedrall Churches and coma 
continued, the Univerſities preſent, and hope of ſacceſ- thenthe ab- 
fion in them for hereafter, preſerved, propagated and firtor,or ma, Þ 


ny mocſuch } 
ſupported. {allow heads | 


4 The Marriage of Miniſters wee doe not diſlike, but can poſſibly 
maintain the lawfulnefſe thereof againſt rhe Church of <92e: 
Rome: and humbly defire (if there be neede ) that the 
ſupreme Magiſtrate, will add thereunto, by his royall 
authority and the law of the Land, ſuch farther ſtrength 's | 
and confirmation, as ſhall ſeem fit to his high wiſdom. 

5 Wee know of no Subſcription that # arged, which | 
#5 not agreeable to Iaw,required by the orders of our Uni- 1 
verſity, neceflary in a Chriftian Common-wealth, pro- | 
fitable for the Church of Gad;approveable by all judict- 
anaienned men hodditted Gf ona ofa few folk, [ 


thar 1 


— — - 


that areovermuch addicted to their own opinions. Who 

| ho . 0. a2. =o | . 0 
[| The lawesand endl wrmyr no ome .theybearethe ſway,itis worth 
|! Naturesof Ger, the conlideration, how ſtriftly they tie allthem that will 
li by = ons of live among them;to the obſervation of their Church go- 
| hens Vernment. Andin truth(fo the things in themſelves be 
| receive, Se&.z, NOT intolerable) better ſo., thenthat which is herepro- . 
| Bhs pf poſed. For the not urging of a conformity in Church 
FS 91% giſcipline, is to ſet open the high way toall diforder 


and Confaſion. 


3+ Concerning Church maintenance. 


I / Hat Biſhop's leave their Commedams.In caſe ſome 
| l of the ancient revenue might be reſtored to 
their Biſhopricks, he were utterly unworthy to 
be a Biſhop, that would defire aCommendam. But, as 
now the moſt of themare impaired , to rake away from 
all Biſhops all manner of Co---:endam, is(in truth)to tie 
theKings hands , thathe ſhall not beable, though he 
would,(and where he will not,no Commendam can be gi- 
ven;) to make his moſt faithfull ſervants, or other men 
_ of beſt deſert ju the Miniſtery,able to maintain their pla- 
ces and callings, by his Majeſties favor, and gracious diſ- 
penfation,when otherwiſe their Biſhopricks are not ſuf- 
ficient ſo to doe. So astfitbe well wayed, they doe not 
ſo much intend in this particular to impoveriſh ſome few 
Biſhops, as indeed utterly to overthrow them, and ge- 
nerally to reftraine the Kings Prerogarive. 
2: Ofthe ſame nature is that which followeth. For 
no man , excepthe be the Kings Chaplaine, may hold 
three Benefice#withCure; andthoſe of his Highnefſe own 
; giſt. So' that here alſo they deſire to limit the Kings f- 
24.449 | your : 


to. the Petition T9 


vour. Againe, it isnot known, that there be fivein all 
Ez: © this Land, thar hold three ſach Benefices. And then 
wy what good dealing isthisin the Petitioners, to make the 
world beleeye, that it is a common fault, which is ſcarce 
] cobe found in afew? | 

3 Their diſpoſing of Impropriations, doth notably be- 
wray their lacke of Conſcience, their little lovetolear- 4c pc1cg, 
ningandReligion, their temporizing and fitting their aticall diſcpt. 
morionstothe Laieties good liking. For who feeth not P*S-114 
that it would be the certain overthrow, andutterruine | 
* of Biſhopricks, Colledees, and Cathedrall Charches, if their 
Impropriations ſhould be demiſed toYVicars or Curats , the 
Incumbents, at the old rent , without fine , without im- 
provement? Againe, who be they, and how many, that 
by this meanes would be provided for ? A few, and thoſe 
the meaneſt of the Clergy. But the inconveniences that 
would hereof enſue, are very many, and intolerable. 
Therfore we reſerve rhat diſcourſe to a fit opportunity. 
On the other fide}, who doth not know, that for a Lay- 
+ man to hold an impropriation (whzch is aTithe) is origi- 
nally nnlawfull, and cleane contrary tothe firſt inſtitu- 
tion? Yet theſe men in all their purity, zeale, and conſci- 
ence, can content themſelves , and their preaching In- 
cumbents,with the ſeventh part onely of an Impropriatt- 
on, in a Lay-mans fee. | 

4 Aretheſeall, or thebeſt meanes, that Thouſand 
me, ſuch as they would be reputed,can propoſe to his High- 
nefſe for the bettering of the Church maintenance?If we 
might know, that it would ſtand with his Majeſties good 
liking, and ſhould not beimputed unto us as a breach of 
duty; It were very poſſible, thar the men whom they fo 
much contemne, would be able to propoſe ſome other 

C 2 courſe 
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courſe for rhe bettring of the Church maintenance,with 
out the alteration or 1njurie of any other ſtate. | 


4 Concerning Church Diſcipline. 


I Nder the name of their Diſczpline, we havebin 
| hertofore taught by theſe men to underſtand, 


Yr The kingdow of Chriſt upon earth. 4 thing of 


. noleſſe importance then the © Goſpell of Chriſt Jeſus, Art 


eſcentiall part of the Goſpell. A matter of faith tobe recei- 
wed upon paine of damnation « An eſsentiall marke of the 
tirne Church without the which our Church was no Church, 
our faith no faith, our Goſpel no Goſpell , &*c. And it is 
now come to be ſo indifferent, that it may bee admini- 
ſtred accordingly z Or elſe at the leaft, that theſe enormities 


_ way beredreſeed? Willitnow ſuffer ſuch an, 07 elſe at the 


keafr. 

Were we perſwaded that rheir Dſciplize , their Preſ- 
bytery, the life and being of their Diſcip/zue,were indeed 
of Chriſts inſtitution z were we perſwaded it were 4 part 
of Gods Word, aneſgentiall part of his Word, could we be 
contented to bee without it? Could weecontent our 
ſelves to live any where but under it? Would wenot re- 
deem it with much perill and paine? With certain loſe? 
And that willingly ? | 

But the experience that his moſt excellent Majeſty 
hath had, of the manifold miſchiefs and miſeries thar at- 
rend their pretended D3ſciplize , doth make them nor 
dare to ſpeakeplainly for it. They therefore faulter in 
ſeeking to obtain that, which yet in heart they do affe@, 
and ſpecially deſire. 

But to theſe Enormities; theſe heinous Enormeties, Ts 


- 


H 
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it not well, that now at length, theſe quick-ſighted men 
can eſpieno fouler Exormztzes in our Church govern- 
ment ? 


Fu0rmities. 


I H AT Excommunication come not forth under 
| the name of Lay perſons. Firſt , it may truly be 
{aid , that though it did come forthunder the 
name of a Chaneellour or a Commiffary, yet came it nor 
forth under the name of Lay perſons. For a Chancellor 
or a Commiſlary is not a Lay-man in this caſe : The Or- 
dinary and He are but Unxs Judex. Or rather, whatſo- 
ever the Chancellor doth in this behalfe , he doth it in 
the authority of the Ordinary, according to the power 
that is committed unto him. A thingnotunuſuallin the 
Civill ſtate, wherein the Lord Chancellor doth difpoſe 
of many things, which areoriginally in the Crown ; and 
againe, writeth Teffe meipſo unro many particulars, that 
never paſſe by bill aſſigned. 
Secondly, No Lay-Chancelor or Connffary whatſoe- 
ver doth at any time excommunicate any man; or ſend- 
eth out in his ow# 2ame any excommunication. But this 
1s the practice of the Church of England. In © the cenſiz- *Conft.Eccle. 
ring ofnotorious and more grievous crimes, the Arch- 7597. c29.de 
B?, the Biſhop, the Deane, the Arch-deacon,oraPreben: Egcomrof.. 
dary that is a Prieſt , pronounceth the ſentence of Exco- 
munication in his own perſon. And in matters of lefle 
offence, as contumacy in not appearing, and the like, the 
Vicar-generall, Officiall or Comiſsary, that is not in holy 
orders,holdeth this courſe. Firſt, upon knowledg and e- 
xamination of the cauſe, he adjudgeth the party worthy 
| 3 ro: 
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tob2excommunicated;then the Miniſter (afociated nn- 
tohim by expreſſ2 autaority from the Ordinary ) doth 
pronounce the ſentence of Excommunication againſt 
him; Laſtly, the Ghancellor ſendeth to the Paſtor of the 
Pariſh where that party dwelleth, requiring him, pub- 
likely to declare rhe ſaid party to be a perſon excommu- 
nicated. by the ſentence of the Miniſter his aſſociate, 
Andallthis, according to the forme of the Articles ſer 
forth by her Majc(ſties authority, 4»#0 1 597. 

Thirdly , are not theſe exccellent Exormity makers, 
thatcan finde ſuch an Ezo7m7#tyin the Name of a Layman 
(in whoſe name notwithſtanding,the excommunication 
never commeth forth) when yer, if it did come forth in 
hjs name, the nature of rhething itſelfe js ſuch, as juſtly 
cannot be reproved? They are not ignorant, that ex- 
communication doth proceed as is afore-faid ; ifrot in 
the name, yet inthe Authority and Juriſdiction of the 
Biſhop, or ſomeothet chiefe Clergy-man, to whom the 
power ofthe Keyes doth belong, and unto whom the 
Church of England hath afftigned the execution of that 
part of our Diſcipline. Who, if they uſethe adviſe and 
| Miniſtery of a wiſe and religions Civilian, in decreein 
who is tobe excommunicate, ( whereupon thoſe four- 
ward penalties doe enſue, which attend the authority, 
and follow the ſentence of Excommunication, in this 
Church & Common wealth: ) how doth that in any wile 
violate Chriſts inſtitution as touching excomunication? 

Laſtly , ifthe Diſcipline they long for, were once on 
foot among us,we ſhould then hearetell of certaine Zay- 
Perſons that ought to havea principallhandin their ex- 
communications. Thus, as they are weake in judgment 
for matter of learning in this point , net being able 
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to reſolve of any thing in certaine ; ſoare they aspartiall 
in preſcribing their plots for matter of praQtiſe ; whiles 
they reprove that in others, which in themſelyes they 
doe allow. Except peradventure they will tell us ( and 
we muſt needs beleeve them ) that their Lay-E/Jers be- 
come Clergy men ipſo fa&Fo, becauſe they are of their 
Conſiſtory; & have voyces(according to their learning) 
in theſe Eccleſiaſticall cenſures. 0s 

" 2 That nonebe excommunicated for © trifles and twelve:Theorderof 
penny matters. They are nor. Contemptis then the grea. Fxcom- &c-m. 
ter, when the matter wherein they ſhew their contempt gn atten © 
is of leſſer valew: As contrariwiſe, obedience is then moye June,1 5 7:. 
commendadle, when it is ſeen in a matter of greater dif- Ig { 

; . us any ſmall 
ficulty. Burt theſe men are fo accuſtomed to diſobedi- offence may 
ence, thar they account it but a trifle ; And therefore ca- juſtly delcrve 
lumniate us and our diſcipline; asif with us, men were can vy rea- 
excommunicated for trifles, when (in truth) they are ſon ofthe con- 
cenſured for their conternpr. 9” & up. 

: . bedience ofthe 
3 That none be excommunicated without conſent of his &cndor. 
Paſtor. Without conſent , 18a captioustearm. Forin our 
underſtanding, the Miniſter of the Pariſh doth give his 
conſent , when he publiſheth the excommunication , as 
alſo when he doth certifie what he hath done in denoun- 
cing the ſame. And this manner of conſent we take to 
be ſufficient, and as much as is requiſite in a private Pa- 
ſtor, that hathno Juriſdicion.. 
But whatis itthat theſe men doe meane? Would they 
(thinke you ) that every Paſtor ſhould have a Negative 
in the excommunicating- of his Pariſhioners? Ulndoubt- 
edly they would: threby intending the utter overthrow 
of the preſent Charch government, and in ſteed thereof 
the ſetting: up of a Presbitexy inevery Pariſh. Or meer: 
4165 he, that 
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that which is worſe (if worſe may be) the enabling ofe- 
very particular Paſtour to Excommunicate by himſelfe 

iPerperuallgo- * alone. | ts 

vernment 0 Except peradventure they will ſay,that the particular 
the Church, . Paſtor ought to be joyned in comiſſion with the Chan- 

F53% celour. Andthenbehold whatwould enſue. Onthe 
Miniſter,a world of troubles: he muſt be ſent for asoft 
as any of his pariſh is preſented, he muſt attend the hea- 
ring and debating ofthe whole cauſe ; he muſt bepre- 
ſent asoft as the Chancellor ſitteth, as long as the mat» 
ter dependerh, to his great trayaile and pains , his exceſ- 
five charge, and the cauſleſſe negle& ofhis calling. On 
the otherſide, if this Miniſter will be wilfull, and in fine 
diflent from the Chancelorin opinion then is all the la- 
borloſt ; the Judge hath ſpent his ſkilland care in vain, 
and the Biſhops Conſiſtory muſt downto the ground - 
either Paſtor muſt prevaile, or nothing muſt be done; To 
the intollerable hinderance of Juſtice, and exceſſive dee 
triment ofthe plaintiffe. Theſe and the like,are the well 

. adviſed Propoſitions, wherof there is ſtore in their Dil- 
cipline. By which it doth ſufficiently appeare,that as yet 
it13 not throughly refined. 

4 Extorting of unreaſonable fees, who approveth ? 
Whodiſliketh not? Who would not have it redrefſed, 
in any that offend? Beſides there are very i ſevere laws 

3 Conftit. Eccl, already made in that behalfe. 

£597 cap. s 5 Farmingout of JuriſdiGFions and Regiſters places, 

{ac 4 2G ** though we commend itnot, nor greatly like of it; yer it 
is of it ſelf a matter indifferent ; neither goodnorill,but 
asitis uſed. | 

6 Thereſtraint of Mariage at certaine times ( falls 

*Conſil-Laodi, Iy called a Popiſh Canon) was ariciently uſed 1n the 

Cane 2» | Church 
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Church of God; andbeing rightly underſtood, is now 
commendable in this of ours: | 

7 The Long-ſomnes of Suits in Ecchſiaſticall Courts, 
154 matter of fact, not of Conſtitntion;nor is the fault of 
the Courc, norof the Judge neceſſarily (astheſemen 
would ſeemto imply ,) bur ſometimeerror in pleading, 
ſometimethe intricatenes of the cauſe, ſomtime the per- 
verſeneſſe of the Clyent, ſomerime the cunning ofthe 
Prodtors, are the occaſion that ſaits depend long. And 
when all is ſaid, that they can ſay, this is none other faulc 
than is incident tothe courſe of Juſtice at the Common 
Law; and might befall their Conſiſtory , ora betterand 
more equall kind of triall. 

8 TheOathex officio , is uſed as it ought, by men of 
place,of wiſdome,and experience ; by men of Religion, 
learning,and conſcience. Unto whomthe authority to 
adminiſter ir as occafion is offered doth juſtly belong, _ 
not by ſpeciall Commiſfion only, but by the laws of this 
land,by the two Laws Canon andCivill;and by the war- - 
rant of ſundry examples of the wordof God:as that wor- 
thy and learned Dean of the Arches(the or yament & ho- 
nor of his profeſſion in his time ) in his judicious! Apolo- "The ApI0g 
gy of certain proceedings in Courts Eccleſiaſticall, doth rpg eng 
proveatlarge, | rotheendof 

9 Licenſes for Mariage without Banes, are moſt cau- me: 
tionſly granted; and thar upon." ſevere puniſhment to "Conſt. cdl. » 
enſue, ifſo be the Conſtiturion be violated. © Bur whar ;/er route, 
willfatisfie theſe men,who thus inrimate unto his High- 
nefſe, thatthereis rigorin the former point, and negli- 
oencein this, when as all moderation and carefulnesis n= 
ſean ibemborh? fi: 

Andarenor theſe beynows enormities? 

at Their 
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Their Concluſion. 


Heilde yauntthar the Peritioners make of being a- 


ble to ſhew that theſe and other ſuch abuſes Casthey 
callthem') remaiving and pradiſed zmthe Churchof Eng- 
lagd, are not agreeable tothe Scriptures , doth appeare ta 


s The perret: bethe more ridiculous ; becaule they have paſſed over 
gover of Chri, iN deep filence many learned® Tracts publiſhed long 


hur. ſince, wherein their vain fancies, andilliterate obje&i- 
Afurvey of the 


pre toly diſc, ONS are refuredat large. It notwithſtanding they will 
he anſwer to yet venture tOWrite, It will be anſwered; If they will 
Tha Apo of needs argue and diſpute, there are ready that will either 
ccitinpro- fatisfie them,or by argument filencethem. And wereir 
<ecd 1a Court not in regard that we would not ſeem asundurifull in ace 
A tiexiſ: of CEPting , as they have been in theoffering of this Chal- 
Ecclel, Diſcip. lenge ©. it is the thing wewonld urge , andinſtantly en- 
De PrebY-©” rreat,thattheſe matters might be debated between usin 


Deciv.Miniſt. WIItINg. Butin the meantime, what motions are theſe 
Evan. grad:& for the reformers to make unto amoſt prudent Prince in 
france,  Nisſertledand peaceable government; who for many. 


Querimenis years, hath-had rriall in that his other kingdome, of 
CLIT: 


their pretended reformation.; andin thisalſo hath ſeen 
The 5 books? {us £] MITT 0: OY ON : 
of the laws of The gracious effets under her Majeſties late hapy.Raign 


4 


Eccle poliz. of that Church Diſcipline,which they-would ruinate and 


overthrow. 


God hath appointed his Majeſty unto this Kingdorve, It is 
true; and we magnifie the goodnefſe ofGod forit, and: 
congrafulate his Highnes in the proſperous poſſeſhon of- 


ir, from theground of our hearts. Bur that God hath ap- 


pointed him to this Kingdoms for- ſuch. a purpoſe as they: 
f 


conceite; what ſpirit of divination 1sin.them,. thatthey 


ſhould foreſpeake it ? Nay rather , ſeeingalmighty God 

hath ordained him asthe great Phyſitian, (next andim- 
| ub rake care of the body po- 

; litique 


mediately under himlelfe. 


y 
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firique,both of his Church and Common-wealth; he will 


furely cure ſuch diſeaſes, as theſe men are fick of. ( For 


turbulent and diſcontented humors are like to breed ve- 
ry dangerous deſeaſes in a civill Stare:) Andnort beper- 
ſwaded(as they fondly imagine) by ſuch ſuggeſtions as 
| theſe, toalterthar ſtate ofthe Church, which is accep- 
table to God, honorable to his Highnes , comfortable to 
many thouſand Miniſters, the Nurſe of good learning, 


admirable to ſtrangers, approved by our * Oppoſites, * The letters 
envied of our enemies, diſtaſtfull unto none, bur ſuch as that Me. 242. 


know neither how to rule,nor how to obey. 


nth written to 
the Arch-biſh. 


Thevery names of puniſhments are unpleaſant indeed; ef C.tharnow 


but the things themſelyes are neceſſary ſometimes, and 5: 


their effe&s good and profitable for preſervation of the 
whol; howſoever the induring of them, may be grievous 
in the particular. Arid he that will indifferently conſider 
the true canſesof the corre&ions here mentioned ; ſhall 
have juſt canſe to approve the Juſtice, * and commend 


the mildnes, that hath binieifed rowards this ſort of men. « cop iracy 
As for thar clanſe of Meys tr4ditzons,it is t00 to0 odjs for pretended 
ous; and would imply Superſtition or Popery tobe in Reiormation. 


ſomeofthem; But how vainly, andhow injuriouſly , 

hath in ſome ſort been heretofore declared. 
Thatorther of beezng prejudicial ts none but thoſe that 
ſeek their own, &*c. 1s as injurious to all the reſt of the 
Miniſtersofthisland.Be we the men that areſo addicted 
to eur own quiet , credite, and commoditie in the world 2 
Where then be the the fruirs of our covetouſnes, the ef- 
feats of our ambition, rhemarks of onridlenes>We berhe 
men, that in the teſtimony of a good conſcience, for rhe 
repelling of ſuch-a malicious contumely, and ſlanderous 
reproach, may truly ſay: We patnot out our mony to u- 
fury; wedeteſt all filrhy ART OE rain our ſelves with- 
| 2 in 
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Nour Vocations z we forſake not our holy callings, we 
omit nor to labour in our ſeyerall charges; we ſuſtaine 
theplaccs of great labour, travaile, and expenſe; we neg- 
le&notinpublike, inpriyate, in word, in writing, ar 
home and abroad, ,topur to filence, and-ſtop the mouth 
of the common Adverſary, which theſe men have enlar- 
ged againſt us, and our moſt holy faith 
Toconclude, the thing they ſecke is ſo prejudicial, 


| bothtothe Civillſtate in generall, and inparticular, to 


ſo many of the very beſt of the Miniſtery;thar if it ſhould 
take effe&tbat Godof his mercy,and the Kings moſt ex- 
cellent Majeſty in his Chriſtian wiſdome, will not ſuffer 


it) it would breed a ſtrange alteration in the One;and in - 


the Other it would for the preſent, not only impoveriſh 


us, andourlniverſities, but make both them andus, 


and the whol Clergy very baſe and contemptible in the 


cies of our own people, as alſo a. by-word and ſcorne 


to our neighbour Nations; And for ſucceeding ages, it 
would cut off all hope ofa learned Miniſtery,and of that 
grounded learning, which as yet is, and heretofore hath 
been, the glory and honour of thiskingdome. 

For manifeſtation of this point , look upon the face 
of all the reformed Churches in the world;and whereſo- 
ever the deſire of theſe Petitioners doth take place,be it 
duly confidered:;firſt, how well their proceedings do ſuit 
with the ſtate ofa Monarchy; And then, how poverty on 
rhe one ſide, and lack of leaming on the other, doth 
creep upon the whole Clergy in thoſe Dominions. 

Asto the firſt : would it not beſeem the ſupereminent 
authority and Regal perſon ofa X3zg, tobehimſelfcon- 
fined within the limits of ſome particular pariſh ; & then 
to ſubje& his ſoveraigne power, to the. pure Apoſtolicall 
ſimplicity , of an over-ſwaying and OOO 

reſ- 
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Prefbytery ? Would itnot do him much good, in a time 
of need, that his people ſhould be rooted and grounded 
in this truth; viz. T hat his meckeand humble Clergy, 
have power #0 bind their King in chaines, and thevr Prince 
inlincks of iron? that is(in their learning)ro cenſure him, 
to enjoyn him penance, toexcommunicate him? yea (in 
caſe they ſee caule) to proceed againſt him as a tyrant ? 

We ſpeake not here of other points, as namely, that 
all appeales in cauſes Eccleſiaſticall (and what doe they 
not make Ecclefiaſtical!?) muſt finally lie, not unto the 
Prince, butunto the Aſſembly Provinciall; That they a- 
low the ſupreme Magiſtrate,not pozeſtatem juris,but on- 
ly fa; while they make him the maintainer of their 
proceedings, but no commander inthem, Theſeand the 
like, are but petty abridgmentsof the PrzrogativeRoy- 
all, while yetthe King ® ſubmits his Scepter unto the Sceps *I-C1-p186- 
ter of Chriſt, and licks the duſt of the Charcbeg fete. 

Neither may it be truely ſaid, that theſeareonly Spe- 
culations. There are ſome of highplaceyer alive, and o- 
ther ſome are dead, that have felt the ſmart hereof in 
their ownexperience, and have ſeen the worſt of all this 
put in wofall execution. 

As to the ſecond. Do we not ſee it at this day verified 
among them, which hath been ſo often truly faid,and as 
often unadviſedly denied, that honos alit artes;and con- 
trariwiſe, where due reward of learning and liberal main 
eenance of the Miniſtery, 1s fraudulently impaired,or in- 
juriouſly taken away,* there Religion and learning com Kocletnal, dit- 
to decay ? There Atheiſme and Barbariſme and confuſi- ©?'2*5 11+ 
on muſt needs enſue? It is too aparent, that as the reve- 
nues of thoſe Churches have been embeazled by men of 
corrupt mindes, which ſaid in their hearts, as itisin the pal.8z. 11. 
Plalme, Let us take to onr ſelves the houſes of God in jg 43 
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The Anſwere. 
ſon; ſo the remainder of thar groundedlearning, which 
was bred up in former times, is now through ſucceſſion 
oftime, almoſt cleane worne out. | 

Nec bona tam ſequitnr, quam bona prima futt. 

 Inſomachythat there 1s neicher ſufficient maintenance in 
thoſeparts,for any ſtore of exceller learned men, nor yet | 
many men bronghe up among them in this laſt refor- 
ming age, worthy of that wonted honorable mainte- 
Nance. 

God knows we ſpeak not this with adetratting Spirit 
but with grief ofheart : toſee the ruines of the Miniſte- | 
ry in particular,and generaly of all profound Izarning in 
other reformed Chorches, As likewiſe to ſtirre npthis 
whol nation toathankfull acknowledgment of that ſin- 
gular bleſſing in this behalfe, which God of his goodnes 
harh long, and yet doth continue unto us of this Realm. 
And withalt, co pur to filence themalicious ingratitude | 
of thoſeeyillmen,which looking upon us& this Church 

. throughthe colourd glafſe of their prejudicate opinions; 
can ſee nothing among ns bt defes and deformities, and 
abuſes and enormities, andthe like. Andrherfore in their 
bigh diſcretion , would have us reduced and madecon- 
formable ro the calamities of orlier places. 

Whereas, in truth, if wefſhallbring back the eyesof 
or minds from forrein parts, and indifferently (without 
eicher detra&ion or flattery) takenorice of the preſent 
ſtare of this Church and Comon-wealrh; we ſhall eafily | 
diſcern, that it werean incomparable happines for them, | 
if all char profefſe the truth as ir is inChriſtJeſus, were in 
our condition. | 

We ſhall ſee, howthart our Church government is da.. 
ly ſabordinate unto the ſupreme civill ſtate, and wirhajj * 
doth mightily ſapport che ſame. Thatour reverend Pre.. 


lates 
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_ to the Petition. 
lates (men of ſingular worth, nottobe matched in any 
one kingdom) though preferred unto higheſt roomes, 
doe yet contain themſelves within ſuch bounds as pre- 
ſerves that eſtate from creeping toany Papal corrupti- 
ons. Thar our inferior Clergy, by their godly and pain- 
full labors in their vocation, havebeenandarethe moſt: 
effetuall meanes to ſettle the tranquility of thisland;by 
inducing mens minds to Piety towards God, Loyalty to 
their King, andcivill honeſty among themſelves, That 
our people generally (excepting ſome few malecontents 
of all ſorts, whom wee leaveto the mercy of the Magi- 
ſtrate) are inured unto Peice.cccatlomedin ſubjection, 
deteſt diſloyalty, and wlth all alacrity yeeld their obedi- 
ence untotheir Soveraign. 

That the Colledges, the Cathedrall-Churches, the 
Biſhops and other Miniſters of this land;have yet remai»= 


Saravia: de fan 
crilegis, .CA. Go © 


ning unto them ( yetafter the many and great ſpoyles of 


this Church; which notwithſtanding, never proſpered 


 withthemthatgotthem, but. were asruſt to thereſt of 


their ſilverand their gold, orasa Canker, that fretted 


out themſelves, their poſterity or their pofleſiions)that 
yet there is remaining unto them more competent and 


encouragements, then there are to all other reformed 
Churches in Chriſtendom. 


 ſifficient maintenance;more comfortable and honorable: 


That anſwerable therunto(to ſtop thatmouth of ini- 
quity, which is wont totraduce us, for «d#mbe, unlear- 1 Cor.g. 
ned 1doll Miziftery) there are at this-day more learned »Cor1 4. 


men in this Land, in this one kingdom; then are to bee 
foundamong all the Miniſters of the Religion in France 


Flanders,Germany, Poland, Deamarky, Geneva, Scotland ; 


or (to ſpeake in a word) all Exrope beſides. 
Which yer, may not juſtly beimpured tous for vani- 
| | Yo: 
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No: reputation ht enthe Enos of 
all :gifts w#: abr vue! Jo & diſgrace of his cal- 
id yarhone at} eramogarcy or folly,give his De- 
Jamly-andround ly ronnderſtand, that he was 
iferior to the chief Apoſtles, nay that hee labored 
- more Mo ek hisown juſt defence 8&.c6- 
mendation, cid freehil raſelf his worth and his vocation, 
from their baſe arid odious imputations.In alike caſe(we 
doubr not)atruch maybeayerred of our ſelves, evenby 
-our ſelves, withoutany' -oftentation atall:when iris ſo in- 
juriouſly impeached &trrodden under foote, to the high 
diſhonor of-God; thediſgrace ofhisGoſpell, and ro the | 
 flanderof! this moſt C Shriſtian. Comon-wealth. Yea the 
rich merciestharGodhath- continued unto-us theſe 45 
- Feeres,ought ro Ns our hearts with Joy, andrhat 
OUT ps ſhonldbreak forthwith thankfulnes 8 ſing,Noz 
ma; retioncncither have theRegionsround 

a i adepartakers 6f the like bleſſings. . © - 
k father of Mi xcies , and God ofall Confola- 
tion) enlarge t 1e-wile and underſtanding heart ofour 
f& irs byrth, noble in wiſdom, no- 
0 Anner.6f Bt vod learning; aſift him ever. with 
Tot Spirit rhe Mivit 6FfCouncell, 'of Sandtification 
and. of Truth :. make him atlimirable; inthe ſwaying of 


_ - thisScepteragwa Aonbow inallthe world, as: long Fohe 
** - walkedin theft way'on 


Fway/ofhls father David: ; That ſo hee 

ohg weaxethus Horcall C Con, inall aburi Arie of. - 
piery,peace and prolperity , and hereafter: obraine that 
immorrall Crown th 2 Ch iſt hath purchaſed for them 
which bye continuance 6 imyel doing ſeek glory and honor and 
iamertebl.,; jos EINE pany © 
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